
 

 

Caruthersville 8th Grade Music  

Quarter 
Unit 

Name 

Brief Unit 
Description 

Priority Standards            
Addressed 

Supporting Standards 
Addressed 

 



 

 

1 UNIT 1 

Lyric writing 

(Create) 
 

 

 Students will listen to a variety of 
performances in order to generate 
ideas.  

 Students will keep a daily journal of 
musical ideas in order to develop their 
creativity.  

 Students will individually brainstorm 
about titles and themes.  

 Students will choose a theme for their 
project/song.  

 Students will develop an understanding 
for rhythmic flow and poetic meter that 
is important in writing with lyrics.  

 Students will study rhyming words and 
brainstorm to find internal, ending, and 
perfect rhymes. 

 Students will work in groups/teams for 
a small period of time to collaborate 
and gain insight from other students 
about their ideas and work.    

 ASSESSMENT:  
             Participation grades will be ongoing. 
             The unit will end with a  
             performance of the lyric material   
             created for the unit.   
             A rough draft of  
             the final performance or a mini  
             version of the students ideas so far.   
              

 
 
MU:  Cr1A.8a:  Generate 
rhythmic, melodic and harmonic 
phrases and harmonic 
accompaniments within 
expanded forms.  
 
MU:  Select, organize, and 
document personal musical ideas 
for arrangements, songs, and 
compositions within expanded 
forms. 
 
MU:  Cn10A.8a:  Demonstrate 
how interests, knowledge, and 
skills relate to personal choices 
and intent when creating, 
performing, and responding to 
music.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MU:  Use standard and/or iconic notation 
and/or audio/video recording to document 
personal rhythmic phrases, melodic 
phrases, and harmonic sequences.   
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

1 UNIT 2 
Melody and 

Chord 
Progression.  

 
 

 

 Students will continue with their daily 
journal activity to enhance idea 
development. 

 Students will continue with daily 
listening.  

 Students will study good melodies and 
experiment with melody writing 
individually.  

 Students will expand their ideas to 
work toward creating continuity with 
lyric and melody writing.  

 Students will develop their musical 
knowledge through listening to chord 
progressions and using technology to 
build a looping pattern.   

 Students will understand and 
determine a form for their music.  

 Students will work to create lyrics that 
work with a technology based musical 
structure.  

 Students will evaluate their own work.  

 ASSESSMENT:   
            Participation grades are ongoing.  
            The students will perform a rough  
            draft of the combined melody and lyric  
            version of the song. 
 

 
 
MU:  Cr1A.8a:  Generate 
rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic 
phrases and harmonic 
accompaniments within 
expanded forms that convey 
expressive intent   
 
Mu:  Cr2A.8a:  Select, organize, 
and document personal musical 
ideas for arrangements songs, 
and compositions within 
expanded forms that demonstrate 
tension and release, unity and 
variety, balance, and convey 
expressive intent.   
 
MU:  Pr6A.8a:  Perform the music 
with technical accuracy, stylistic 
expression, and culturally 
authentic practices in music to 
convey the creator’s intent.   
 
MU:  Re9A.8a:  Apply appropriate 
personally developed criteria to 
evaluate musical works or 
performances.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MU:  Cr2A.8b:  Use standard and/or iconic 
notation and/or audio/video recording to 
document personal rhythmic phrases, melodic 
phrases, and harmonic sequences.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
MU:  Pr6A.8b:  Demonstrate performance 
decorum and audience etiquette appropriate 
for venue, purpose, context, and style.   
 
 
MU: Cr3A.8a:  Evaluate their own work by 
selecting and applying criteria including 
appropriate application of compositional 
techniques, style, form, and use of sound 
sources.   

 



 

 

1 UNIT 3 

Performance 
and musical 
expression.  

 

 Students will continue with daily 
listening to build knowledge.  

 Students will continue daily journaling 
activities based on a subject or 
listening to music. 

 Students will experiment with 
technology in order to develop a 
looping track. 

 Students will add expressive markings 
and detailed instructions for their song.  

 Students will create a working template 
with music and lyrics for their song. 

 Students will evaluate their own work. 

 ASSESSMENT:  
            Students will perform or play a  
            recording of their music for the class.  
            Students will present their song with  
            a written analysis. 
            Songs will include musical expressive  
            marking and detailed instructions  
            from the composer.   

 Students will create, as an 
assessment, a paper with specific 
details about the meaning of the song 
and the intention of the composer.   

 
 
 

 
 
MU:  Pr6a.8A:  Perform the music 
with technical accuracy, stylistic 
expression, and culturally 
authentic practices in music to 
convey the creators’ intent.   
 
MU:  Re8A.7a:  Describe a 
personal interpretation of 
contrasting works and explain 
how creators’ and performers’ 
application of the elements of 
music and expressive qualities, 
with-in genres, cultures, and 
historical periods, convey 
expressive intent.  
 
MU:  Re9A.8a:  Apply appropriate 
personally developed criteria to 
evaluate musical works or 
performances.   
 
 

 
 

MU:  Pr6A.8b:  Demonstrate performance 
decorum and audience etiquette 
appropriate for venue, purpose, context, 
and style.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MU:  Cr3A.8a:  Evaluate their own work 
by selecting and applying criteria 
including appropriate application of 
compositional techniques, style, form, and 
use of sound sources.  

 

 



 

 

Class: 8th Grade Music  

Unit Name:  Developing Writing Technique 
Pacing: 1 semester  

 

Power (Priority) Standards: 
 
MU:  Cr1A.8a: Generate simple rhythmic, melodic, and 
harmonic phases and harmonic accompaniments within 
expanded forms.    
 
 
MU:  Cr2A.8a:  Select, organize and document personal 
musical ideas for arrangements, songs, and compositions 
within expanded forms that demonstrate tension and 
release, unity and variety, balance, and convey expressive 
intent.   
 
MU:  Pr6A.8a:  Perform the music with technical accuracy, 
stylistic expression, and culturally authentic practices in 
music to convey the creators’ intent.   
 
 
MU: Re9A.8a:  Apply appropriate personally developed 
criteria to evaluate musical works or performances.   
 
 
 
 
 
MU:  Cn10A.8a:  Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, 
and skills relate to personal choices and intent when 
creating, performing, and responding to music.   

 

Learning Targets: 
 

 I can create a rhythmic and melodic phrase.  

 I can understand and use harmonies in 
music.   

 

  I can generate a variety of musical ideas.  

 I can create a song  

 I can convey expression through the song 
that I write.  

 

 I can perform the music with the writers’ 
intent of expression and authenticity. 

 I can use technical accuracy in my 
performance.  

 

 I can evaluate a performance using sound, 
harmony, melody, rhythm, and form as the 
standard for analyzation.  

 I can use my own skills to subjectively 
evaluate the performance of a musical work.  

 

 I can use knowledge and skills to create a 
small musical work.  

 I can use personal interests, ideas, and 
experiences to enhance my musical writing.   

 

 

Supporting Standards:  corresponding  
 
 
 
 
 
 
MU:  Cr2A.8b:  Use standard and/or iconic notation and/or 
audio/video recording to document personal rhythmic 
phrases, melodic phrases, and harmonic sequences. 
. 
 
 
MU:  Pr6A.8b:  Demonstrate performance decorum and 
audience etiquette appropriate for venue, purpose, context, and 
style.   
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Big Ideas: 
 
The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that 
influence musicians’ work emerge from a variety of 
sources.   
 
Musicians’ creative choices are influenced by their 
expertise, context, and expressive intent. 
 
Musicians judge performance based on criteria that 
vary across time, place, and culture.  
 
The personal evaluation of musical work(s) and 
performance(s) is informed by analysis, interpretation, 
and established criteria.   
 
Musicians connect personal interests, experiences, 
ideas, and knowledge to creating, performing, and 
responding.  
 

 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
How do musicians generate creative ideas?  
 
How do musicians make creative decisions? 
 
When is a performance judged ready to present?  How 
do context and the manner in which musical work is 
presented influence audience response? 
 
How do we judge the quality of musical work(s) and 
performance(s)? 
 
How do musicians make meaningful connections to 
creating, performing, and responding?  

 

Vocabulary: 
 
Lyric 
Melody  
Song Form  
Measure  
Verse  
Chorus  
Bridge  
Hook  
Demo  
End Rhymes  
Internal Rhymes  
Perfect Rhyme 
Hold  
Key  
Mix  
Pitch  
Pre chorus  
R&B 
Time Signature  
Meter  
 
 
 
 

 


